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COMMITTED TO THE CALL

By Leen La Rivière
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations.....and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Math.28:18-20).

And Mark adds: “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation” (Mark16:15). What a great CALL. But let’s look closely what Jesus said. Making disciples is more than just spitting bible verses in somebody’s face. A disciple is somebody who puts what he learned into daily practice. And what did Jesus tell us? ‘Love God with everything within you and your neighbour as yourself’ This is how He summarised the Ten Commmandments into Two Commitments.

And the Gospel deals with ALL of creation and not just somebody’s personal salvation. A leader once said: by putting all of this into action, practising every day “May God himself, the God of peace,sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The ONE who CALLS YOU is faithfull and HE WILL DO IT” (1 Thes.5:23-24)

Thought: GOD Himself is committed to His call on your life. You in return are called to be committed to His calling.

MEANING/DEFINITION

What does the verb ‘commit’ mean?

According to Webster’s dictionary it means: to place in trust, to consign goods ( in good trust in the hands of others; so it deals with accountability/stewardship), to devote, to involve, to bind (oneself), to trust,  to confide/entrust = to commit especially to one’s fidelity(trustworthy)....  so commit = to give in charge , put into care or keeping...... Committed: you bind yourself freely to trust totally and to act accordingly......

Commitment is also mentioned in the most ancient part of the Old Testament: “When a man makes a vow to the Lord or takes an oath to obligate himself by a pledge, he must not break his word but must do everything he said” (Numbers 30:2). So what you say, is what you should do. That’s quite a high ethical standard -  how we mean what we say.... This biblical standard differs so much from everydays life, where sometimes it seems that nobody is doing what they say, they will. So society started to put everything in written forms, (contracts, etc.). But unless people keep the promises thet have made, promises are nothing more than a sheet of paper filled with letters. It derives value from the spiritual/ethical demension behind such written text.

God’s commitment takes the form of a covenant. God made the first covenant with Noah, his family and descendants (Gen.6:18) and every human being is part of that covenant, that commitment of God! Later on God makes a covenent with Abraham and his descendants (the Israelites/ todays Jews) (Gen.15:18). Under Moses this covenant was renewed and even expressed in WRITTEN form: “He declared to you his covenant, the Ten Commandments, which he commanded you to follow and then wrote them on two stone tablets” (Deut.4:13). This covenant forms TEN GREAT PROMISES...if you keep these promises and  act accordingly, God promises peace and prosperity. If people deny these great words and will not live accordingly, society will fall apart. Just imagine the time when Moses got these great directives....How did the world look like appr.3500 years ago? Was there justice? Was there law and order? Was there respect? Was there a civilised (social) society? So in the midst of the misuse of power God gives his rules:

“• I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

• You shall have no other gods before me.

• You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.

•You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.

• Remember the sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labour and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work - neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

• Honour your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.

• You shall not murder

• You shall not commit adultery

• You shall not steal

• You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour

• You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neigbour’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neigbor”. (Exodus 20:1-17)

If you study these Ten Commandments you will be amazed how many of them deal with commitment and trust... And these Ten words are still so true today. They are true for every era, culture and generation......

Through out time you can see that the covenant with God is renewed. You may remember the period of the kings who ruled Jude. There were kings who went astray. But the kings who decided to follow God, renewed the covenant in order to renew their commitment to the call of God. Maybe every generation needs to renew its commitment with God. If your parents followed God’s path, that doesnot mean you will. Being a believer in God, a follower of Jesus has nothing to do with religion or idology and neither with the acts of your parents or other members of your family. It has all to do with YOU. You can only follow Jesus, based on a personal meeting with the Holy Almighty. God is not a thesis or theory but a living person. So that may be the reason why we have to renew every now and then our commitment to God. We need to meet the person, the Eternal One.

This great covenant of God gained new meaning and power following the sacrifice of Jesus.  Remember the words we say in the communion or Lords supper:  this is what Jesus said ‘....this is the blood of my new covenant...’ (Mat.26:28 , see as well: Rom.11:27; Heb.7:22; Heb.8:6).

So WITH GREAT JOY we can be sure about God’s commitment to us, me. We can rejoice about the fact we are part of His covenant, concerning salvation and eternity. What a joy! YES, that’s why we want to be committed to Him, our Saviour.

But: This commitment is NOT a keeping of the status quo. Commitment takes you somewhere. So we need to move on to thinking about the consequences of this commitment. And that will become clear in the second part of the theme: COMMITTED TO THE CALL.

First we need again to asked ourselves: WHO are called? Well EVERYBODY is called; EVERYBODY has received a special call...

“What if He did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in  ADVANCE FOR GLORY -  EVEN US, whom He also CALLED, not only from the Jews but also from the gentiles?” (Rom.9:23-24).

“But you, man of God, flee from all this (vs 10 the love for money), and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were CALLED when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.” (1 Tim.6:11-12)

How does this work? Well, it is like the life of Abraham. He was CALLED to move out of all what was familiar, to leave  his comfort zone and move into the unknown. And so he started his great journey of faith. “By faith Abraham, when CALLED to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going” (Heb.11:8). And let’s be honest - how often do we really know, where God will lead us? Yet like Abraham we move in trust. In faith, we trust the CALL of God. The 11th chapter of Hebrews gives us a long list of great people who trusted Gods CALL and obeyed. They were NOT giants. They were people like you and me. But by trusting God’s call and by standing up and moving out they are now hero’s of faith. Well this list has never been completed. You and I, can be added to this list.....Nancy trusted the call of God and was a great worker...William trusted the call of God and became a great missionary.....Jacqueline trusted the call of God and became a great lawyer......Johnny trusted the call of God and became a great councellor.....Marcel trusted the call of God and became a great miner.....  I mention on purpose a large variety of possible jobs. Just check again the list of hero’s of faith in Heb.11 and think what their professions were: politicians, housemothers, craftsmen, farmers, fishermen, judges, etc, etc. So the point is NOT that we all become pastors, evangelists or missionaries...EVERY type of work is a misson field so we should raise the standard of God’s dignity, God’s quality, God’s trustworthness and Gods creativity in every area of public life......

There are a few interesting aspects about God’s call that should be mentioned.

•-1- CALL: FOREVER RELIABLE

“for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable” (Rom.11:29). So, He will not forsake you and leave you. He stays with you. His call is forever. And He has even promised AND given you gifts. He gave you a big box of natural gifts when you were born. And through the Holy Spirit He has given you spiritual gifts (see 1 Cor., Eph, etc). God is an incredible God. Even in your darkest hour, when you’re feeling totally alone, it is still true. What a peace and power this will give you in such dark moments.......

•-2-CALL to  EMPOWERING

“I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has CALLED you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power FOR US who believe. That power is like the working of His mighty strength”. Eph.1:18-19).

•-3- CALL to PERSEVERANCE

“Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your  CALLING and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”. (2 Peter 1:10-11). So from us is demanded action, activity with our whole life moving steadily in the same direction.

•-4- CALL to GRACE

“I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who CALLED you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel- which is really no gospel” ( Gal.1:6). You can turn away and move out of grace - even believing(=doing) things who are NOT the gospel of Jesus Christ. Let’s always remember: we are CALLED BY GRACE. Remembering that, can have an immense effect on our own attitude: we can show that we have the radiance of grace and have a graceful attitude to anyone around us, where ever we are.

•-5- CALL to PEACE AS OUR ATTITUDE

“Therefore as Gods chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body YOU WERE CALLED TO PEACE. And be thankful” (Col.3:12-15) What a great standard to fullfill in everybody’s personal calling.

•-6- CALL to a FREEDOM BASED ON LOVE

“You my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use this freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: ‘love your neigbour as yourself’”. (Gal.5:13-14)

•-7- CALL to the HERE AND NOW (=call to reality, the real world)

“encouraging, comforting and urging you TO LIVE LIVES worthy of God, who CALLS you into his kingdom and glory”. (1 Thes.2:12). Some Christians think that if you are saved, you’ve made it. And so they end up only filling up a seat in a church. Well this was never God’s purpose. We should LIVE LIVES...Where? IN THIS world! How? Well through godly lives! And that is the call of God’s kingdom. Of course, one day God’s Kingdom will be ruling over all this world and we all are longing to that moment - as we see so much trouble, war, injustice, greed and other evils around us. But God put us IN THIS WORLD  ON PURPOSE sothat we might show right now what His kingship is. So, wherever we are, let’s show God’s kingdom in every aspect of life. It is up to you and me. What should we show? How should we show it?

“But you are a chosen people, a royal prieshood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you  may declare the praises of him who CALLED you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy”.(1Peter 2:9-10). Wow, what a picture we can show (IN) this world.

•-8- CALL to TROUBLE

This does not sound very popular. Everybody hates trouble, hardship andsuffering. We really want to live forever in a comfort zone. But is that realistic?

Well let me explain: God had called us “to be conformed to the likeness of His Son” “And those He called, he also justified; those He justified, He also glorified”(Rom.8:29-30). Romans 8 explains clearly that the road to glory is the road of Jesus. And by following our Lord and Saviour we need to be prepared for times of suffering. You may never get what you want or desire. Jesus was ready to let it go, to leave all comfort behind and was even ready to lay down his life. But Romans goes on to encourage us: “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?” “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God, that is in Christ Jesus our Lord”.(Rom.8:35,36-39). What an honour it is to walk this road of glory. There may be days of deep valleys, but there will also be great mountain tops, AND in every situation we have Gods promise: NOTHING CAN SEPARATE YOU or ME from the love of Jesus Christ.!!! Wow. What a great commitment. So if life doesNOT go as you planned or expected, you should have been prepared for that. We were called to stand in the midst of troubles (but NOT to be troublemakers).

•-9- CALL to COMMUNITY

The text  of  the 7th Call speaks about a new nation, a new people. We become part of that, because we follow the CALL of God “but now you are the people of God”. The moment we start acting, we ARE part of this new nation. And this shows a totally new attitude. We are no longer moved by greed, lust, egoism or  arrogance, but we show our new nature by our faith. Just as James said: ‘show me your faith out of your works’  And we learn to understand what God meant in John.3:16: ‘God loved this world so much...’ This world includes all social interactions. We will act for the neighbour (whoever they may be), we will care for the environment, as ‘all of creation is waiting for the sons of God’ (and their actions)..... We will start loving the local community and the global village, we will truly care.

And act accordingly for peace, justice, food, shelter, work, fair payment, fair government, etc.

•-10- CALL to THE GREAT COMMISSION/COMMITMENT

Just before Jesus went to  heaven He had His last meeting with the disciples. Jesus starts to speak: “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you” (John 20:21); “Go into all the wold and preach the good news to all creation” (Mark 16:15); “Go and make disciples of all nations” (Mat.28:19). Jesus calls us to fullfill this calling. We become disciples, committed to the call. This committed discipleship will change the lives of many will and God will give you eternal salvation by His grace. Not that we can earn God’s grace or earn salvation. Let us not forget: less and less people want to listen to ‘preaching’. But the original word (here translated with preaching) means as well proclamation. And that gives great other possibilities: to proclaim means as well TO LIVE IT OUT, so maybe this is a great closing idea of this study: LETS COMMIT OURSELVES TO GOD’S CALL TO BE THE GOSPEL....Yes, I want to be Gods good news for my neighbour, my street, my neigbourhood, my village, my city, my work, my boss, my colleges, my environmental association, my trade-union, my political party, my family, for the homeless, for the sick, for the ones in prison...........for..........- you name it.

The 2005 theme of the Continental Ministries has a wonderful connection with the MISSIONSTATEMENT of the Continental Art Centre (home of Continental Ministries Europe, Christian Artists, etc):

“Called to participate in the kingdom of God means: to practice love, compassion, freedom, solidarity and justice in order  to shape our culture in a creative way and to influence society by various means of proclamation”.

